
SAINT OF THE MONTH:  

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

(FEAST DAY OCTOBER 4) 
Francis was born in Assisi, Italy in 1181.  His mother gave him the name 

Giovanni after John the Baptist at his baptism.  His father later changed 

his name to Francis because he wanted his son to be a merchant like 

himself not a man of God. 

Francis enjoyed a rich and easy life.  He was well love and spoiled by all 

that knew him.  He became a wealthy merchant like his father but was 

never wealthy enough in his eyes.    

He was captured as a prisoner for ransom during Assisi’s war against Perugia.  Francis remained imprisoned for 

more than a year until he was finally ransomed.  Even after this experience, he did not turn to God. 

As Francis was leaving Assisi to help fight, God called him in a dream to return home.  Returning home was a 

humiliating experience for him.   

Francis’ conversion did not happen overnight.  God waited for him for twenty-five years so now it was Francis’ 

turn to wait.  He spent more time in prayer.  He even went off to a cave and wept for his sins.   

Once he encountered a leper while he was riding in the countryside.  He got off his horse and kissed the man’s 

hand.  When he was leaving, he noticed that the leper had disappeared.  He realize that this was a test from 

God. 

His search for conversion led him to the ancient church at San Damiano.  While he was praying there, he heard 

Christ speak to him from the crucifix.  Christ said “Francis, repair my church.”   

Francis later renounced his wealth and dedicated his life to serve the poor.  He lived on the streets and trusted 

in God to provide for him.  He was a lover of all of God’s creatures and it was even said that he could talk to 

animals. 

Francis founded the Franciscan order of monks. 

St. Francis of Assisi’s feast day is October 4.  He is the patron saint of animals, ecologists and merchants.  He 

designed the first Nativity set and was the first man recorded to receive the Stigmata (the wounds of Christ). 

 

Quotes from St. Francis 

Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary use words 

Start by doing what is necessary, then do what is possible, and suddenly you are doing the impossible 

All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle 


