
ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE 

 

 

 

Birth: January 8, 1894  

Death: August 14, 1941 

Patron Saint of: prisoners, families, and the pro-

life movement 

Beatified by Pope Paul VI in 1971 

Canonized by Saint John Paul II in 1982 

 

St. Maximilian Kolbe was born Raymund Kolbe in 

Poland on January 8, 1894. He was very involved 

in promoting the Immaculate Virgin Mary. Much 

of his life was influenced by a vision of the 

Blessed Mother at the age of 12. One year after 

his vision, Raymund joined the Franciscan Order 

and was given the religious name of Maximilian. 

Maximilian exceled in his academics. He earned 

two doctorates, one in Philosophy and the other 
in Theology by the time he was 28 years old. 

 

 

St. Maximilian Kolbe founded the Immaculata 

Movement devoted to Our Lady. He also founded 

monasteries in Japan and India, two countries he 

regularly visited.  

In 1936, the Germans in WWII invaded his native 

country of Poland. In 1941, Kolbe was arrested 

by the German Police and taken to Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp.  

While at Auschwitz, Kolbe volunteered to take 

the place of a prisoner who was a family man 

who chose to die by starvation. During his last 

days of his life, Kolbe led prayers to the Blessed 

Mother with the prisoners. After two weeks of 

dehydration and starvation, Kolbe was given a 

lethal injection and died on August 14 at the age 

of 47 years old.  

 

Quotes:  

 “Let us not forget that Jesus not only suffered, but also 

rose in glory; so, too, we go to the glory of the 

Resurrection by way of suffering and the Cross.” 

 

 “For Jesus Christ I am prepared to suffer still more.” 

 

 “Be a Catholic: When you kneel before an altar, do it 

in such a way that others may be able to recognize 

that you know before whom you kneel.” 

 

 “God dwells in our midst, in the Blessed Sacrament of 

the altar.” 

 

 “The Cross is the school of love.” 

 

 “Never be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too 

much. You can never love her more than Jesus did.” 


